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HIS MAJESTIES 
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L ETTER, 
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ARLIAMENT 
SCOTLAND. 


CHARLES R, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


S229 We have juſt cauſe to account 

Of of '1t one of the great blefſ ings of 
B/alof Almighty God upon Our Perſon 

244 and Government, that you the 
AN Mcmbers of Our Par!tamet t of 
that Our ancient Kingdom of 
Scotland, have lo unanimouſly 
-byncd in reſcinding all pretended Parliaments 
and Acts, derogatory to Our Authority , and 
in the making {o many landable Laws , Wherc- 
by the Church and State are now again ſetled 
upon their proper and ſolid foundations; Peace 
and Order eſtabliſhed, Laws reſtored to their 
former luſtre and vigour ; Our Authority and 
the Royal Prerogatives of Our Crown tran{mit- 
ted to Us from ſo many Anceſtors, now tully 


aflerted and clearly vindicated, and the ſeeds of 
A 2 rebellion 


Py 
rn —— — — | 


2000205 0-20 q 
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rebellion rooted out : By all which, Truth and 
Righteouſnels, Peace and Plenty, are! by Gods 
blefiing, like to be the Jaſting fruits of your la- 
bours; So We have thought it fir, at the be- 
ginning of this Scflton of Our Parliament , a- 
oain to ſignifie unto you , Our juſt eſteem of 
chat eminent Piety , Loyalty, Prudence and Af- 
tection to Our Perſon, Crown and Dignity, 
which you have by thoſe excellent publick Ads 
manifeſted to the World: And therefore, We 


do again return you Our moſt hearty thanks, 


which We do defire may be recorded to poſterity. 
We. ſhall not enumerat the particulars, for that 
were to recite all the Laws of general concern, 


enacted 1n the firſt Seſſion of this preſent Par- | 


| Hament, aid ſome in this Jaſt Seflion: Only 
We ſhall let you know, That We have obſerved 
all along; in the framing of thele Laws, a moft 
obſequious complyance with whatſoever hath 
been repreſented to you by Our laſt Commiſ- 
ſioner to be Our intention, or what might be 
acceptable to Us, and that to a degree that could 
not but proceed from an unparalleld affection to 
Our Perſon and Service, and an entire defe- 
' rence to- Oar Judgment, in every point : In- 

ſomuch , that although ſome few things have 
been carried on, and even paſt, and Our Con- 
ſent given to them, without our Knowledge, 
and very far from Our intention ; Which, upon 
deliberate conſideration, | We find to be of quite 


another ſtrain, than theſe other excellent Laws; 
which We lo deſervedly applaud ; Yet We can- 


not attribute your concurrence therein to any. 


thing , but that affection and deterency We have 
mentioned, though in the contrivance and Promo- 
ting of them, ſome tiniſtrous and giddy courſes 
have 


4D, j 
have been taken ; whereby the loyal affections of it 
well-meaning perſons have been led into ab- 
ſurdities, which, if not redrefſed , may prove 
a pernicious example of dangerous colliquenct. 
as tending to the dilhonour of Otirr Parlia- 
ment , and to the ſubverſion of all Juſtice and 

good Government of this nature. And indeed, 

i thinz which we mainly inſiſt on, was that 

ſtrange Af for incapacitating Tielve , tranſ- 

mitted to Us , ſealed (and which, We have lo or- 

dered, that it ſhall never more come to light) and 

the yet ſtranger way , of voting it, even by Bil- 

lets : A way never before practiſed under Mon- 

narchy , nor never heard of under any Govern- 

ment, as to puniſhments, in ſuch a manner as 

this was, where the perſons concerned were fo 

far from being accuſed , heard, or upon evi- 

dence condemned, that hh names were never 

made known to your lelyves, who ſo ſentenced 

them. But becauſe the chiller We gave to 

the incapacitating ſome few, ſeems to have been 
made uſe of as the ground to this, with which 

We are with ſo much reaſon moſt unſatisfied; 

We ſhall let you know clearly, how both We 

and you were abuſed in this particular. Before 

che Jaſt Seffion of our Parliament, We did, by 

Our Inſtructions to Our laſt Commiſſioner , de- 

clare Our pleaſure concerning Fines to be im- 

poſed by Our Parliament, both as to the crimes, 
For which we did allow fining ; and as to the 
proportions; And this moderate way of raiſing 
Fines (which We intended to employ only for 
the relicf of Our good Subjects, who had been 
great Sufferers) was the onely puniſhment We 
gave warrant for. We allo commanded the AQ 


of Pardon and Oblivion to be tranſmitted to 
Us 


ww xA, , 


B 


£8] 

Us: before Our Royal Atlcnt was given to we 
fame, becauſe We were defſtrous Our Selt, 

fee _ Grace extended as large as Weld. 
cd it: In obedience to which command, Qur 
Coin / > i di\patched to Us laſt Crngare | A 
Gentleman with a Letterot Credit; He broughr 
Us two draights of an Act” of Pardon and O\- 
livion, the one excepted onely as to Fines, the 
other excepted allo as ro incapacity from pnb- 
Iick Truſt, and this laſt he pub'ickly owned to 
be the deſire of Our Parliament (th »1gh We are 
ſince ſufficiently intormed , char ncapacitating 
was never ſo much as "SAY of, in Our Parlia- 
ment, till his return) he Bebrite carneſt'y preſt, 
in the name of Our Parliament, Our Conſ-nt, 
to the incapacitating ſome few of the moſt Cul 
ty, not exceeding twelve; To this. We at laſt 
Conſented , and mcerly up2n the accc »tof gra 
tifying the deſire of fo faichfull and i ll : A 
Parijament : Now, you can beſt juuge whe- 
ther you gave warrant for ſuch a deſire, as was 
made in your name; whether Our Conſent ſo 
obtained , was repreſented as a command from 
Us; And whether it was -made ule of, as the 
rile and ground of this pernicious way of inca- 
pacitating by Billets ; which, as it had no colour 
of warrant from Us ( being farre from Our 
kn owledge, and yet farther from Our Inten- 
tions ) 3 So, We cannot but Neclare, That We 
do eſteem it contrary to Our Enour , to che 
honour , freedom, ard gravity of Parliaments, 
ro all former PraCtiſes, ro common [uſtice , 
and highly derogatory tro Our Aurhority and 
Iignity , as tending to the umvertal diffatisfa- 


&ion of all Our rod Subjects. For, If voting 


by Billers , and puniſhing in that way , ſhall be 


allowed, 
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allowed , ho man 1s ſecure of his Honour, his 
Eſtate, 13 Liberty, nor his Life: Perſons of 
greateſt merir may be this way deſtroyed, 

and czen Our Oltlcers of State, and thoſe of 
neareſt relation to Us , may, by colour of Our 
Aurhority , virhout Our knowledge , be torn 
from Us, ard cxpoſed ro intamy and ruine: And 
becauſe We are moſt confident, ſuch things 
were, and are, as far from your mcaning and 


intentions , as the y are from Ours, and thar 
We have great realon to ſulpe&, that Our 
Name hath been abuſed , and many well-mean- 


ing pcrions have heel made believe, That 
what was done would be acceptable to Us; 
Therefore for the vindicating Our Honour 
and yours, We do, 1n the fir t place, earneſtly 
recommend it to you, to take [peedy and exaa 


tryal of the contiivance and carrying ON of this 


pretended Act of incapacitating by Biller, and 
report the fame to Us, that We may make 
known to you Our turther pleaſure : And 
then VVe are ſo confident of your Juſtice, that 
VVe are certainly perſwaded you will heartily 
jyn| in paſſing a new Act, for reicinding all 
chat | relates ro Bill .crting > with the Claules 
referring to it 1n the Acr of Pardon and Ob- 
livion , "and in the A& of Fines : ; expreſſing. 
in the Narrative ſuch grounds and reaſons as 
you ſhall find quit Fs) necellary.; razing all 
memory of it out of Our Records, and dilcharge- 
ing al voting by Billet for the future. There 
be ſome other Acts , in which, we doubt nor, 
you will concurre with Our opinion , that they 
alſo, have necd to be amended : But as to 
theſe, We reierre you to Our Commiſſioner, 


who will allure you , that We believe your 
B 2 conlent 


—_—_— ,. 


($) 
conſent to thoſe things, with which We are 
no wayes fatihed, did proceed ( as we have 
laid) from your intire deference to Our judge- 
ment, and the belief, in moſt among you, that 


they would be acceptable tro Us. So, expedt- 


ing the continuance of that Zeal and Aﬀecion 
to Our Service, and the good of that Our King- 
dom, of which VVe have had fo many and Jarge 
eeflimonies ; VVe bid you very heartily farewell. 


Given at Our Court at W hite-Hall, the fourth day of. . 
June, one thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty three, 
and of Our Reign the fifteenth year. 


gw His Maj effies Command, 
; LORD eILL 


+ | OFAS JR G H, 
Printed by Evan Tler,Printer to theKing's 


moſt Excellent Majeſty, and re-printed 
ar London. Auguſt 1663. 
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